MEER Questionaire on collisions of sailors with cetaceans. 2008


Collisions of Sailing vessels with Whales or Dolphins


A questionnaire to investigate the extent of an overlooked problem.


The non-profit Organisation (NGO) M.E.E.R. e.V. (www.m-e-e-r.org) is currently investigating the impact of sailing vessels and regattas on cetaceans (=whales and dolphins). For this purpose, we are collecting reports of collisions between sailing vessels with these marine mammals.

The aim of this investigation is to shed light on an issue where huge knowledge gaps exist. In general it has to be said that ship strikes are a growing problem, but after several years of investigations, information is still scarce. The International Whaling Commission’s (IWC) Ship Strike Working Group is currently developing an international data base, where collisions between cetaceans and all types of vessels are collected. However, the reports so far are almost exclusively concerning motor vessels, whereas there is very limited data on collisions between sailing vessels and cetaceans. Therefore, any information on collisions between sailing vessels and cetaceans is valuable. The reports gained through this questionnaire will finally - with the permission of the reporters- be entered into the IWC’s data base.


Therefore, if you know reports of concrete collisions, or have first hand experience, we would be grateful I you could answer the following questions.


It has to be stressed that the interest of this inquiry is purely scientific and that all the information solely will be used

a) to understand reasons, causes & effects of ship strikes and 
b) to contribute to the mitigation of collision risk, both in the sense of humans and cetaceans. 



Please return via email to: ritter@m-e-e-r.de  

or print and send the filled questionnaire via snail mail to:

M.E.E.R. e.V.

Fabian Ritter

Bundesallee 123

D - 12161 Berlin

Multiple choice questions: please tick or highlight your answer, e.g.

	 Answer A 
	 Answer B
	 Answer C


If you wish to stay anonymous, please indicate so at the end of the questionnaire.

Thank you very much, your supportis highly appreciated!

	1. 
	Please describe your involvement
	

	 First hand observer 
	 Reporting from second hand source
	 Colleague of someone directly involved


	2. 
	When did the collision occur?
	

	Date: 


	Time: 



	 Day time
	 Night time (darkness)  
	 Dawn/dusk (partial light)

	 Not known


	3. 
	Where did the collision occur?
	

	Large Area (e.g. “North Atlantic”)


	Small Area (e.g. “Northern North Sea”)



	Geographical position 

(if available)
	N/S      :   :  
	W/E       :   :  

	Wind speed (Beaufort):


	Weather:
	Swell height:

	Visibility:     poor        moderate        good

	Near miss event (no collision):      Yes      


	4. 
	Vessel information
	

	Vessel Name: 


	Vessel length:  


	Maximum speed:  


	Hull type:       Monohull         Catamaran         Trimaran

       Other: 


	5. 
	Evidence of Collision
	

	 Private Trip
	 Commercial Trip
	 Regatta

	            Regatta Name:   



	Please briefly describe what happened:

 

	Vessel speed at time of strike (knots):   

	Auto Pilot at time of strike:        On          Off          Not known

	Was the whale seen BEFORE the Collision?      Yes       No       Not known

	If yes, what was its behaviour?



	Avoidance action by vessel (if any):



	Was the whale seen AFTER the Collision?      Yes       No      Not known

	If yes, what was its behaviour?




	6. 
	Information on the animal
	

	 Large whale (>10 m)
	 Small whale (<10m)
	 Dolphin

	 Possibly a whale        Definitely a whale       Not known

	 Possibly a dolphin      Definitely a dolphin     Not known

	Where other animals seen except the one that was hit?



	If yes, how many:  

	Was the species identified?   Yes       No      Not Known

	If yes, which species was it? (Give both common and local name, if available)



	If no, can you further describe the animal?

(General size, coulouration, fin/flipper size, behaviour, etc.)




	7. 
	Was an injury of the whale observed?
	

	 Yes
	 No
	 Not Known

	Evidence of life after strike: 



	Was blood seen in the water?     Yes       No       Not Known

	Apparent result of the strike:    Death       Severe external injury

 Minor external injury        Indeterminate injury     Not known

	Please describe what was seen:




	8. 
	Was a human injured?
	

	 Yes
	 No
	 Not Known

	If yes, please describe the injury/injuries:




	9. 
	Was a damage of the vessel involved?
	

	 Yes
	 No
	 Not Known

	If yes, please describe the damage:




	10. 
	Is there any photographic or video evidence?
	

	 Yes
	 No
	 Not Known

	If yes, where can it be found? (Contact, website, etc.)




	11. 
	Is there any other relevant information?
	

	Please decribe anything else you find noteworthy




	12. 
	Contact information
	

	Do you want to stay anonymus?           Yes             No

	Name: 

Address: 

E-Mail: 
Website (if applicable): 




	Do you want to be informed about the outcome of this investigation?

           Yes                       

           No


Thanks again for your willingness to contribute!
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