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Whale Collision Survey launched by noonsite.com

noonsite.com - the global website for cruising sailors - has joined forces with marine
environmental group MEER (www.m-e-e-r.org ) to launch a worldwide survey of collisions and
near misses between cetaceans (whales and dolphins) and sailing yachts.

Collisions between ships and cetaceans are increasing around the world and several whale
populations are under massive threat owing to a high collision risk in some areas such as the US
East Coast, the Mediterranean and around the Canary Islands. However, information on collisions
involving sailing vessels is scarce.

Marine biologist Fabian Ritter, working for the non-profit organisation MEER is investigating
reports of collisions and near miss events between sailing vessels and cetaceans. As part of this
research noonsite.com and MEER are inviting all sailors around the world to provide information
on any whale/dolphin collisions or near misses during their sailing careers.

All reports can be logged on www.noonsite.com with the objective of gathering statistical
information on actual collisions and near misses, to help understand the reasons for the collisions
and to help reduce the risk both for sailors and for cetaceans.

noonsite.com manager, Sue Richards, commented: "Whales and dolphins are held in special
affection by all sailors around the world. We know from the feedback from our site visitors - all of
whom are cruising sailors - that concern for the marine environment is a high priority for them. We
welcome this opportunity to help focus research through the global sailing community, for the
benefit of both sailors and the marine mammals, and | urge all sailors to look back though their
logs and help build up some significant research data."

The MEER research project will run on noonsite.com until the end of 2008. To log a report, visit
www.noonsite.com
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Notes to Editors:
KEY INFORMATION

noonsite.com - the global website for cruising sailors www.noonsite.com
e The website for cruisers: noonsite.com aims to provide a one-stop website featuring
essential information on all matters of interest to sailors planning an offshore voyage
anywhere in the world, whether already underway or still in the preparatory stages.




e Countries : All cruising destinations are covered (currently 193 countries and almost
1800 ports) with information on clearance formalities, visa requirements, fees, weather,
special events and other facts needed by visiting sailors. Also featured are details of
repair facilities as well as marine and shore services for every major port visited by

cruising boats.

e General Cruising Information: These pages provide a library of cruising and routing
information based on the experience of hundreds of cruising sailors around the world.

¢ Free to use: All information on the noonsite.com is freeto view.

e Sponsors: A range of sponsorships are available on noonsite.com to suit the needs of
both large and small organisations, whose support is essential in maintaining

noonsite.com as a free service.

e Cruising Community: noonsite.com welcomes news and updates from the worldwide

community of cruising sailors.

¢ Noonsite.com is managed by the global cruising rally specialists World Cruising Club -

www.worldcruising.com

About MEER www.m-e-e-r.org

M.E.E.R. e.V. is a non-profit association based in Berlin, Germany which runs the project
M.E.E.R. La Gomera, Canary Islands. The Association's objectives are the promotion of
environmental protection through scientific research and public education, particularly concerning
cetaceans and their natural habitats and the study of peaceful encounters between man, whales

and dolphins.
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